YouTube sensations, the Djuki Mala

dancers are taking their unique moves

from the Top End to Australia and the world,
writes VICTORIA HANNAFORD
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M the lush green of Elcho Island, it's

day three of rebearsal and the Djuki

Mala dancers are slowly filtering into

the morning session aflera punishing

couple of days. Baykali Ganambarr is

first to show up; AS a néew recruit in the
group, the Asing star is showing dedication

Thee mdigeons posse was known as the Chooky
Dancers in 2007 when a YouTube dip of them dancing
to a techno version of Zorba The Greex ata local
basketball court became a viral ssnsation,

The cheeky viden defied cultural expectations
asthe dancers covered in white ochre and wearing
loin cloths, laaked ready to perform a traditional
routing But as the song kicked in, the ten broke out
moves that wouk! bave Jooked more at home ina
nightclub, The chip gave the local heroes global
recognition. racking ap more than two milifon hits
inthe rocess.

Now Djuki Mala, who changed their name to their
Yolrgu language version last year, are about 1 embark
oti 4 45-venue foar around maintand Aystralia,

Before the journey stars, preparalions ine taking
place at home on the remote island, 550km northeast
of Durwin in East Apnhem Lind and theres alot of
new choreography for the dancers to master.

Producer and dirsetor Joshun Bond is sympathetic
1o his belited weary charges *'Late start today It's
hump day — I'm certainly feeling it” he says.

It's the height ofthe wet season, and the island is
hot and humid The exubesant folizge partially hides
the entranee to the unassuming bullding where the
YOung men are rehearsing

Once the dancess walk through the door. istand life
and its traditiens give way todemandiog routines. Letl
by iest choreOuraplier Nikki Ashby, they're put
through their paces,

“We're just working through some of fhe numbers,”
f preparatien for the self-titled show. *It's
20l 10 be an houk, so we've got 2 [o1 of niw repertoire
xeiting ™

tep, pump, step, pump,” Ashby bellows behind
him as she demonstrates the moves for a New Jack
Swing section, IV's sweaty work focthe dancers. but the
vibein the roons is 50 infectious tour manager
Rosealee Pearson jumps up from her desk and jeins in
with the routines

“There's also a Motown mash -up where we: take it
right back, with éverything from the Temptations to
the Drifters.” Bond says. “They're all in suits with
contre pasts and they vegat the full look going on”

The prexctocer and director adds sone of the
routines haye been influenced by the wark of
Bangarrs.

“Stephen Puge’s choreopraphy is majorly informed
by fraditional danee in the Top End. 5o these guys will
be a genuing combination of indigenous contemporary
dance with Nogthern Territory traditional dancers™

Bond, who grew up on Elcho Island, says the
musical selections for the show weaves inwith the
dancers' tastes, “They!re yoursg guys but they all play
ancklove this musie,” hi

“With techno music, t na nightelub, hut
there's disces every weekend. They haye them on the
basketball court and there's Kids everywhese.*

1t's the same basketball court where thedr viral
YouTube clip was filmed, and Bond says every thing
from dance music {0 the latest R'n'B fsplayed, ind it's a
chance for young people on the island to cut loose on
the dance floor

“There isn't canemas or nightelubs There’s not ol
else to keep busy with apart from fshing and hunting”
hesavs,
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The Djuki Mala national tour began in Darwin this
week, Victorian destinations are Geelong (Apsif 24),
Shepparton (April 29), Traralgon (May 1), Ballarat
(May 2), Hamilton (May 3), Warmambool (May 5),
Colac (May 7). Williamstown (May 8), Dandenong
(May 9-10), Mildura (August 28).

Bookings: artbacknt.com.au
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